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Comic strip address

8y Jeannie Kever
HOUSTON CHRONICLE

¥ HE BAD GUYS are
after Tia Carmen,
Comic strips long
have taclded social
issues, so the story
line running through %Baldoe"

. mEm and
other newspapers should come
as no surprise, Aunt Carmen,
innocently eruising the super-
market, is targeted by con art-
ists, . .

The Latin lotto scam has
been reported across the United -
States since first surfacing in
Texas about seven years ago.

- Now it has hit (he funny pages.

“money lost to the swindle, but

The scam works like this:
Con artists approach SOITE0IE,
usually an older Hispanic, with
what they claim is a winning lot-
tery ticket that they say.they. .
can't use, often because of their
immigration status. They ask

“for help, requesting a “security

deposit” while the target callects
the person's winnings.
There is no national tally of

(he Texas Lotlery Cornmission
estimated that the con game
had netied more than 83 mil-
lon in Texas alone by 9004,
when the commission stopped
counting.

es Latino con victims

The scam versus the truth

The scam: “This is a winning ticket, but | need money fa claim it.”

The truth: Once the tickst is bou

& prize.

ght, no money is required to claim

. The scam: "f can't cash in my winning lottery ticket because I'm

not a U.S. citizen.”

The truth: Citizenship is not qmn_._:mh.,_ to claim a lottery prize.

The amount is now closer to
$4 million, said Lelicia Vas-
quez, spolkeswoman [or the
Texas Lottery. Even that's “a
low-ball number, because so
many people don't report that
they've been scammed,” she
sald. ’

Law enforcement reports in-
dicale most con artisis are from
Central and South America and
were recruited in their home
countries, Vasquez said,

“Baldo's" nm:ao.:m.ax mEQ
line began Monday with a
woman approaching Tia Car-

- 'men; it continues through

March 24. .

Co-creator Heclor Cantu, an
editor at the Dallas Morning
News, said that he hopes to
warn people to be careful.

. TEXAS LOTTERY COMMISSION

i

“The key to prevenling this is
awareness,” he said. "It's upset-

- ling when you read news stories

about ‘tias’ and ‘abuelitas’
losing their money because ali
they want to do is help someone
out,”

Cantu approached th Na-

' tional Councl of La Raza, a civil

rights and Hispanic advocacy
organization, after deciding to

Aacide the scam. The group,

based in Washington, D.C.,
found that the issue {its with its
emphasis on financial empow-
erment. . T

As the story line nears an -

end, it will include a tag line di-

recting readers to the organiza-
tion’s Web site, www.nclr.org,
for information, -

Latinos are Eamﬂnm because

they tend not to have banl ac-
counts, said Luisa Grillo-
Chope, econamic-security policy
analyst for NCLR. Banks pro-
vide a safeguard with tellers
who might question a senior
maliing a large withdrawal, she
said, -

Instead, some Hispanics
“tend to carry around large
amounts of eash, This is a scam
taking money away from people
who don't have & lot,” she said.

“Baldo” features 15-year-old
Baldo Bermudez; his father,

* Serglo; his younger sister,

Gracle; and his Tia Carmen. It
appears in mare than 200 U.S.

' NEWSPApPErs, .

The comie stripis éne more
way to spread information,
Grille-Chope said.

“When they're reading about
this family, people will apply -
that to their own community.
Utllizing this type of medium
makes sense.”

The Latin lotto scam isn'(:
“Baldo’s" first public-service
project. In 2004, Cantu and il-

" lusirator Carlos Castéllanos -

teamed up with the Southwest
Voter Registration Education.
Project to encourage voter regis-
tration for the presidential elec-
tion.



