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atino Youth and Justice: Evitando Calle Sin Salida
Esmpmg the Dead End of Prisons

Ameng the participants in the recent Loling Juvenile
Jutlee lovuso, Wilfredo Rejns, ilieectar of The OFfice of
Community Jusice and Outreach and Corretions Officer,
Dolores Ramas. Photo by I, SmitvEl Hisparie

E1 Hispraua
Jim Smith

Philncalphie— " Debemns hikeer
un Blsteme fuvenil jueticinl gue aca
mds josie, impareinl, sctmsnl, de
cotr efective y wob dedorollo
ntutiza e, ijo Demend Schware,
Direclor Tuvenile Cepao de Leves

"Ciander pesititimes o muicstios
tilfiat dhgir #ne boea de agua de
incendign dvrnnie ¢l vueroo,
eabieoes vickme I ey, Un isaen
pEquedn, 1o emborgo, violamos
[ey. Despues de obrie una bocn dc
ague de incendios” hord  oun
ntivided ciimine!, esde “tob wmdo
trpavocings havta cobamlo un
cerro.” hjn Wiliredo Rajas.

Aorof 005, the Lnjt=d Sestes |05
5 digtinction of having the dub-
est incnreemobon mic of wy s
on the planck

Hath natioantly oud 2t e stoe *

lewzl, ouplier Sealenciog puide-
litwa, spelt 19 = “Thies Strikes*
Tnw, coocted 1o the 19B0's pod
18800, have swelled the prisoo
populations oep-fpld, reachlug swer
2 million.or 724 per 100000 resi-
depts, '

The netlun’s Jearding Hispanic
¢ivil cghls el policy orponizn-
loa, the Mational Council of Le
Raza {NCTR). in collabotadon
with Philedalphin's Conpreso de
Latlnos Unldas, oo Thursday
ettine, hall @ fecam eddressing
woocems oves ¢ Tusdoe system diar

is incrensingty ensrocing n dlepoe- -

portignets oymber of minarly amd
Latine youwi.

As purt ol a four siate ezoming.
thun af the reatroent Lating youth
m the fustice Systen1, [Woshbg-
tan, Ilinpis, Peansyivanin and

Lcuisinon), EnRnra'’s Labiea hiove-
nile Justice Metwark f5 secking to
develop the senffolding orolind
wiielr it cib gl t mode] Tevenile
Justict ayHtem.
¥Whether any remediad recipe of
|=5ak poticy, programmetic nad edu-
reforms emeped fram dis
cmmurdmar_l,' sxafion, Bol
Sclvwuree, Dineics of the Jevenils
Law Cenler, succinedy encapsu-
Inied its fiocus on e nocessity of
trmafing * kids as kids." Tn addédon,
Tie ureed cresiie o Juslo: pyslem
ihat Is “lulr, ratbuul, coflcloclic
i developmeninlly  iendly.”
"W ve mor toe nany kids think-
ing 'T'm polng ta zo out these ol
et my Hestks on' Hecawee thae {5
the why we'e supposed 1o live,
that's Lo way we aie: nod iat's ao
fmz" paslaised Edwin Detarmer,
A Fommer prisancr, who served
sight und @ holf years of o e ven io
bwenly  year repience o moder,
bl Desamnue penavictod Aoine of the
compalling reacisuouy =that bxclunTed
e peria e s sysienl and cete

rection:l oficinks- fal wers allened |

i the two howr forum et the Polio de
Mhurpos Schonl,

“{he Biree lor of e Diflce oF Com-,

rusindky Justlew wnd Oulreach, and 3
lez1lfng 11y peaie for ladnok in prizon
system, Wilfreda Rajas affered 2
condill sociol parpective oo the

ove thordened pris ot syt boty:

that, “ Toelny we ey s vvey 8,500 i
meares Myeueemmied if 2 syaiom tmt
it deyigmed comnobly for 350000
20 people.”

The spluson o manyp siate afictale
to deallng with & zrawing edde

pbleta, 2opacting to M Rojes, ist
""The mon: conerete Doar you Tinve,
o inmnles wo con ke, Basi-
clly, they pile them In goe afier
poother.”

Alone with discussing che wlher
abilicy af muny juvenlle offcadem
wha ek sudslenly thmst tako “priscn
with miuhs." ¥ir. Rojos stresaed the
ik bepwesn poar educatian and

rrime. "We e finding ool that .

tharo i1 8 comsludan barween wii-

catinn, klds thet have eoming did-

abilitcs mad edme,” gbserved Mz
Rpjos. "Mroy of these youll vers
1ol properiy dinenased pornsyess=d
when thay wers in Blgh Sehaal,
Tharafme |hc.y Wens gut anrd 0t
bt o cdme

A recont shaly Tousd hal illi-
2OCY mLEs Amacy Lhs el papn-
1atinn in four percaint, whille the |[1i-

eracy mte {or the prison papuladon
WIS MiNCHon pereent.

A Correclions] DHider in i
Prodein $yskeam, Dialired Rarced, un-
deraconing the rermurkis of M- Riofas,
recelled @ younp prisooer she en-
epomilered, whn wes vislbfy "opses,
telfing ber e e winled o wile
1158 mmealinese, "Bul, T don't ks uw
o wrile.”

“'Our children, o5 wel as the men
that are in tha syptom " Mz, Ramas
conbswed, e 0o edueatlon. o'
i lgepilif iz, Amml I Jizge 1 Jet
auy camemaky bnavw ot wo have
lopul] toguihes and edycate ourchil-
dran.”

Datweon tien oo thimaq pomcent
o et e papidlotlon |n Fhilede-
plda 33 Leting, Yoo, Wiliredo Rojra
ciled a seoeeily of Leting waoeadn-
yolved I onti-vielénce progmma,
such as "Yom=n In-Charge.”

Adler noting that many af Lhc
yraeth come frmm fomilies wheas the

" pmareins "aoe seiling dadgt dieko-

il vy, Bl Rojus emalnsized Le
meal fora  “wheledame Gooly”
losel an sxampls.

“IFyou goaw and allnw your child
bov i on the b plug in e e
iee Latne, yun e leeubdug e
[ el =] Ee Rojos, “ T o small
:nme,huL you o still bre aking the
[+ T

"From wming oo Qe firz piug, It
ez o 1 Stealingt soepebonien fuk—
utp} sl Bisy izt be lificking
the cor; et they might be kiling
Lh.eguywnuis i the par.Ba |ll=r=n
1 proemession.”

Y¥ you dan't etap Itara VEy
yoliag dpe, tienish r:dlll:‘.ﬂ.l:ln'n ind
pooprumming” b Rojas weat i,
“wrg oMe polng fo have o hig proa-

lem, brr.:nsr: we Lo busBng of de

EEQMmS ow.”
Sorepoct by cha Fustlce Pnlll::,l in
sHiute Forned (hot bervias 1980 and

_ 2000, the prison popwledan o Peno-
*sylvanin quuénipicd, from 8,813 Io

36,604, Durinp ot twenoy year
stretch the minonty peoporlen af
the pii=nn papalntian Inceaced in
sevihty percand, with Latinas mok-

.ing tip L3 percent,

A coondinalor of to Loling Jpve-
mil= Justice network, Cassosdea

- Villanuevn, valeed e sease o ow-

rape" over et st lisp sk Hes. re-

wenling thet Lotino yenth am™ aver- -

mplw:umd intbw Juvaptle  Fudtics
:tj,'ﬂll:ul
“Wemfnﬂtﬂemnmnrnmhmm-

2cs e sleters, tieoas ptinephews, .

Inckeed up,” 26d wolkdngs dovwn the
sl5la of a vourt room, safl (ke
LaRars comrlinator, "kon w= o
sering walking down the alsles In
High Schond praduatiows.?”

“These isinzs md decislons nesd
1t furyea Luring voico and reprecens
fatkun of the mhle " she soid,"so thee
e salwtion iz effective, and drat is
winy we o e,

Aufter the conipdnion of his Yme
In prisen - o firsl odfense-- bin
Disarmr refecred (o the "soone
Tamily suppost,” he feand when be
melemed bame. "L Tecl a lat afus
nzad dwt. Matoaly fomily  sup-
fort,'but, demmonity suppocl,
fricnds, enid fmily, Peopleniesd o
ilep o i plule and say. "Hey, we
Ane peing o k=ep yoo oo the fehi
pth”

Mloog with his wirk on g crl-
sts imtervendon, Bv, Desamour
spenks 19 groupe of yoting peaple,
And sugeseel e imposane e ol pree
vention aml talling 10 youtls thon
prisoo fife. “Thot ic's o dengd-eql
raoed. And ikat chere ore conac-
quences b ol typz of Hle,

"We jecd o sl e1eh ather up.
D ket suler form 2 low self-ex-
ieem. The don't helieve in 1hem-
solves, The don't belleve (ley cuy
dn it, " added ki, Dyt

"Ly 10 s s message 1o ks
Qeiaes Yo sfwgufyl feef good about
Yau: Aot your ahict, your cleine or
that bot, but you,” ke sald. "Yau
necd 0 fecl gead abnutyausedf ond
thot you nre Evmchody nar can be
eomebody,”

‘The Direstor of dancr oupe,
Gopa Fueen,  [evdor Semano_also
releteid 4 merkmt in which Letioo
youth had en altersil an with 1 fow
police afioes.

“This rwo hor cpenios disewasicn
af jwenile justios, arauized loesly
by locz Bagwa of Coneesso, at-
o tedd easromitia L leders from ev-
ory maojor Lating arzanlzsden, -
chiding Johitty Il ef' the Lipht
house, g well b reposcolntives
From Congilio, Taller
Foenarriqueio, AFPM ond the

Plocise 6orept crogology for
2 FRAnimsTisal error i ai ar-
ticle hovihe wriren fae weal, -
on te dercieg _ﬁm} af ihe
Falin Figna. - S, Smith




